
 

 

Kearney Park Board Minutes—Tuesday, November 16th meeting 

 

 

On Tuesday, November 16th, 2021 the Kearney Park Board met for 

its monthly meeting in-person and via zoom.  Connie Crawford called 

the meeting to order. Members present were Kristi Mayo, Julie Jones, 

Nick DiBenedetto, Connie Crawford, Lisa Cheesebrough, and Dan 

Holt. Staff members present were Eric Marshall and Ryan Marcotte.  

 

After roll was called, Eric Marshall announced that Tiffany Kirkland 

sent in a letter resigning from the park board, so her seat will be 

absent. 

 

Eric Marshall administered the oath of Office to Jon Costa, and he 

became a new Park Board member. Jon introduced himself to the 

board and talked about his background with food safety. He 

mentioned that he enjoys the events in the park. 

 

Park board minutes from the September 21st, 2021 meeting were 

presented, with Dan Holt making a motion to approve the minutes, 

and Lisa Cheesebrough seconding the motion…the motion was 

approved unanimously. 

 

Public Requests and Petitions: None 

 

Old Business: Youth Sports: Ryan informed the board that fall sports 

included Flag Football, Volleyball, and Soccer. Ryan said that there 

were 180 kids signed up for soccer, 138 for flag, and 60 for volleyball. 

He reported that the biggest challenge of the season was getting 

jerseys for all of the sports in hand. He reported that there were no 

major issues with any of the fall sports.  

 

Ryan also mentioned that basketball signups are live, and there are 

120 kids signed up at the time. Ryan mentioned that the school is 

requiring that parents are not allowed inside the gyms during 

basketball practices, and that everyone besides the athletes and 

coaches attending basketball games must wear a mask. He also said 

that the district asked KPR to have a person stationed at the door to 

enforce the mask mandate. He said that KPR has an additional waiver 

on the signup website that makes each person that signs up agree to 

those terms. 



  

 

Dog Park: Eric informed the board that the equipment is arriving on 

November 17th, and that staff will start putting in the obstacles as soon 

as possible. Ryan mentioned that KPR will be installing shelters 

inside the Dog Park in the coming years. 

 

Nick DiBenedetto asked Ryan where the Gaga Ball pit would be 

installed, and Ryan responded that it would be installed in the green 

space to the north of the playground shelter at Jesse James Park. Ryan 

explained Gaga Ball as an advanced form of Dodgeball. 

 

New Business–Lions Park Update: Eric informed the board that the 

drainage repairs to the concrete slabs at Lions Park has been delayed 

by Mega Industries, as they are currently stuck at KCI doing runway 

repairs, and will be in on the week of November 22nd to pour the new 

concrete. Connie Crawford asked if the splash park piece that had a 

scratch got shipped off yet for a new powder coat, and Eric replied 

that we were still waiting on the manufacturer. 

 

Eric mentioned that staff has winterized the bathrooms in Lions Park 

and Mack Porter Park. Connie asked if the water in the dog park 

would be left on, and Eric indicated that it would. Eric also said that 

all of the hydrants would be locked except for the dog park hydrants.  

 

Pickleball:  Eric showed the board the current renderings of the 

proposed pickleball complex expansion. He mentioned that the skate 

park would be shrunk to the east, and the existing pickleball courts 

would become an addition to the parking lot. The 12 new pickleball 

courts would be located just south of the current courts. He mentioned 

that in the middle of the 12 courts would be bleachers and shelters. 

Eric then showed the board that restrooms would be installed roughly 

at the location of the portable toilets at the current complex, and 

would be a pre-fab building similar to that in Lions Park.  Dan asked 

if the bathroom would be heated, and Eric responded that it depends 

on where the gas line is. Connie asked if there would be a water 

fountain, and if there could be a dog fountain as well, to which staff 

indicated there would be. 

 

Eric mentioned that the project would be expensive. Connie asked 

why, and Eric responded that a lot of grading would need to be done, 

along with a 2” overlay on the existing skate park, and park areas, in 

addition to a post tension concrete slab with the pickleball surface 



  

poured over it. He explained that the tensioned concrete is much 

stronger and prevents buckling and heaving. 

 

Ryan mentioned that one of the biggest expenses would be the lights. 

 

Dan Holt then mentioned that the part of the expense would be the 

engineering and water management of the school’s water drainage 

issues around the nearby baseball field. Dan mentioned that an 

agreement was being worked on. 

 

Connie asked how long the courts would be out of service, and Eric 

explained that we do not have a current estimate, but that the bidders 

would be required to provide a project timeframe. 

 

Jon Costa if there would be additional pickleball courts at Hall Park, 

and Eric indicated that there would not be. Eric said that the Hall Park 

concept was planned several years ago, but has always lacked 

funding. The use-tax vote will provide the funding necessary to 

complete the project. 

 

Dan Holt mentioned that the sidewalks promised in the use tax 

campaign are a top priority, and specifically mentioned the sidewalk 

on northbound 33 hwy, and the challenges that lie in crossing at the 

Fun Farm complex, which is a heavily traveled intersection. Eric said 

that it would be really nice to see the entire town walkable from north 

to south. 

 

Eric mentioned that the board would not meet in December unless 

there is an emergency that needs attention. 

 

Board Comments—Dan Holt mentioned that the Legends Festival is 

going to be happening in Kearney in the spring, and would be held in 

the spring. He said the event would honor figures form Kearney’s 

past, including Jesse James, Frank James, Carrie Nation, and more. 

Ryan said the event would be held around the first weekend in April, 

to set it 6 months apart from the Oktoberfest. Dan said that the 

Oktoberfest event was a major boon to the local enconomy. 

 

Lisa asked if the sound system repairs at the amphitheater had 

occurred, and Ryan indicated that the new sound board is at the 

amphitheater, and that a new underground cat-6 “snake” would be 



  

pulled, along with new panel connector fixtures, and that would solve 

the problem. Ryan indicated that would happen in the spring. 

 

Nick asked about the new security system, and Ryan responded that 

ADT ran into a few staffing issues, but was scheduled to install the 

new system at the end of the month. 

 

Dan asked if trout had been stocked at Jesse James Park, and Ryan 

indicated that they had been stocked the previous week. He said that 

there were people lining the banks to fish for trout. Eric said that the 

conservation dept would be out to stock at least once more during the 

winter. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT    

With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was 

made by Julie Jones and seconded by Dan Holt to adjourn to 

Thursday, January 20th, 2022. The motion carried. 

 
 

 

Approved: _____________________       Connie Crawford Chairperson   

 

 

Julie Jones______________________     Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 


